Social economy suggests new, innovative solutions to certain social, economic or environmental problems of communities in order to meet the needs expressed by community members, which are insufficiently covered or ignored by the public or the private sector. The domain represents a priority both at the national and at the European level for the period 2014 -2020, being a research topic for the academic environment and the subject of a great number of scientific conferences and research studies. The study below presents the original research performed by the authors in order to determine the social agricultural cooperative acceptability degree among the farmers from the south-east of Romania. The first stage of the research strategy materialised in various documentation activities regarding the draw-up of a questionnaire and finished with the completion of the questionnaire and of the computer-based methodology used for its processing. The second stage involved the design of the sample structure and size and the processing methodology. In the third stage, we put forward the working hypotheses and we identified the connection degree between the variables that constituted the basis for making the hypotheses.
Introduction
Social economy suggests new, innovative solutions to certain social, economic or environmental problems of communities in order to meet the needs expressed by community members, which are insufficiently covered or ignored by the public or the private sector. (Arpinte, Baboi, Cace, Tomescu, & Stanescu, 2010) The domain represents a priority both at the national and at the European level for the period 2014 -2020, being a research topic for the academic environment and the subject of a great number of scientific conferences and research studies. According to the recommendations made by the European Commission (CIRIEC, 2015) , the economic and social models must be rethought and adapted to the present context, and social entities must support social innovation as well as an inclusive and durable economic growth. Sustainable development is a general and fundamental objective of the European Union aimed at continuous improvement of the quality of life, based on interconnections among economic development, environmental protection and social justice. (Huttmanova, 2016) The legislative initiatives regarding the freedom of association led to the development of social economy throughout history. Thus, the freedom of association was acknowledged even from the 19 th century in Great Britain, Germany, the Netherlands, France and In the modern period, in 1980, the representatives of the mutual and associative cooperative sectors drew up the Social Economy Charter, which was updated in 1995, and which reiterated the values and organisation method of social economy by highlighting the fundamental principles of this sector: solidarity, responsibility, freedom, equal chances for all the members of the organisation, and mutual respect. In sustainable agriculture and rural development, a special place is occupied by family farms, which, despite the pressure of agri-industrial corporations, still are a basic organisational form of agriculture, being a socially attractive way of agricultural production. (Wrzaszcz & Zegar, 2016) The objectives of social economy regarding employment, the development of social services and the consolidation of social cohesion are found in the creation and development of the social economy entities from the two sub-sectors: commercial and non-commercial. (Longo, Clark, Shriver, & Clausen, 2015) The major orientations regarding public policies refer to social economy by means of social inclusion policies, of workforce market insertion policies, of local development policies and job creation policies. (Research Report Regarding Social Economy in Romania from a Comparative European Perspective, 2015) In Romania, according to (Stanescu, 2013) , the social economy sector is in an early stage of development, being undersized as far as the number of employees is concerned as compared to its percentage in other European countries. The research performed by Stanescu is also confirmed by (Barna, 2014) , who proves that, in 2013, the social economy sector in Romania included 39,347 active organisations, which hold fixed assets of 13,917,508 thousand lei, revenues amounting to 12,298,111 thousand lei, and which hired a number of approximately 131,127 people (Barna, 2014) .
The Stages of the Research and the Methods Used
The study below presents the original research performed by the authors in order to determine the social agricultural cooperative acceptability degree among the farmers from the south-east of Romania. The first stage of the research strategy materialised in various documentation activities regarding the draw-up of a questionnaire and finished with the completion of the questionnaire and of the computer-based methodology used for its processing. The total number of items used in the questionnaire was of 14, out of which the first 11 items focused on the fundamental problems of the research (the human resources management policy, the affiliation to a certain county, the respondents' expectations regarding the evolution of social agricultural cooperatives, their activity sector, the social responsibility area, the acceptability degree of the social agricultural cooperatives, the development of local communities), whereas the last 3 questions were dedicated to gathering information on the respondent profile (gender, age, activity sector). The second stage involved the design of the sample structure and size and the processing methodology. Filling in the questionnaire was voluntary, an agreement questionnaire being used. The results are relevant due to the fact that only the people who were interested in the topic expressed their opinions. The maximum permissible error was determined by using formula (1), whereas the size of the representative sample was determined by means of formula (2).
The sample size to be investigated was designed by taking into account the fact that the maximum permissible limit error in the case of this type of survey is:
(1) From where n -the size of the sample is extracted:
where: ∆ x̅ -the maximum permissible limit error σ -the standard deviation z α -the value of the Laplace variable for the α risk α -the value of the 1 st degree risk P = the reliability probability N -the number of the general population n -the size of the investigated sample -The sufficiently reliable, close to certainty, result guarantee probability (P= 1-α), from a practical point of view; -The dispersion of the feature in the general population , or in its estimator; The values resulted from the calculation are increased both for obtaining a whole number and out of practical considerations so that the research could not be endangered, taking into consideration the fact that a certain number of questionnaires may be rejected. After establishing the size of the sample, we encoded the answers in order to facilitate the subsequent processing. After gathering, checking and validating the questionnaires, the obtained data were entered in SPSS.
In the third stage, we put forward the working hypotheses and we identified the connection degree between the variables that constituted the basis for making the hypotheses. 
The Results of the Investigation

The respondent sample characterisation
Source: Authors' own research
The collected data were processed by means of the SPSS programme. Four working hypotheses were made, H1-H4, which took into consideration eight variables (the age of the respondents, the human resources management policy, the affiliation to a certain county, their expectations regarding the evolution of the social agricultural cooperatives, the activity sector, the social responsibility area, the acceptability degree of the social agricultural cooperatives, the development of local communities). H1: The age of the respondents significantly influences the adopted human resources management policy regarding the employment of socially vulnerable people. H2: The affiliation to a certain county from the south-east region, in which the respondents operate, significantly influences their expectations in connection with the evolution of social agricultural cooperatives. H3: The activity sector in which the respondents operate significantly influences the approach of a certain social responsibility area. H4: The acceptability degree of the social agricultural cooperatives in Romania significantly influences the development of local communities
The results regarding the verification of the proposed working hypotheses
The verification of the results' validity was performed by means of the Pearson Test. The analysis of the data leads to a Pv asymptotic significance value of 0.243, which exceeds the maximum permissible limit of 0.05. The determined value of the Pearson Chi-Square coefficient (14.971) is smaller than the df limit value (21.026). According to these results, the hypothesis H1 is invalidated. In the analysed areas, a correlation between the age of the respondents and the employment of the socially vulnerable people can't be established. Therefore, we may draw the conclusion that the hypothesis is invalidated and that there isn't any connection between the two variables (the affiliation to a certain county from the south-east region, in which the respondents operate, and their expectations regarding the evolution of the social agricultural cooperatives). According to these results, there isn't any connection between the two variables because the Pv asymptotic significance value (0.286) is bigger than the permissible significance value of 0.05, and the Pearson Chi-Square value (14.239) is smaller than the df value (21.026). Therefore, we may draw the conclusion that the hypothesis is invalidated and that there isn't any connection between the two variables (the activity sector in which the respondents operate and the approach of a certain area of social responsibility). strong connection between the two analysed variables. As far as the expectations of the respondents connected with the development of social agricultural cooperatives are concerned, 175 of them (55.73%) would prefer grants, 98 (31.21%) would prefer reduced taxation and 41 (13.06%) legislative stability. We must emphasize the fact that most European Union countries support the creation and development of social economic entities by means of support policies, which fight for grants and reduced taxation. For the question related to the adopted human resources management policy regarding the socially vulnerable people employment availability, 55.5% of the respondents chose the answer -to a great extent. From the interpretation of the collected data, we can draw the conclusion that a great percentage of the respondents (68.15% chose the answer to a great extent) accepts the employment of socially vulnerable people. Also, we may also notice an availability from the part of small farmers to hire socially vulnerable people, but the great majority (55.73%) expect support measures for the development of some social economic entities. 64.2% of the respondents consider that the development of social agricultural cooperatives will greatly influence the economic development of local communities.
Conclusions
Social economy plays an increasingly important role in the financial market, because it doesn't exert the pressure exerted by shareholders in a private company regarding profitability. The organisation of social economy contributes to the adjustment of three major imbalances that exist on the labour market, namely: unemployment, the instability of employment and the social exclusion of the unemployed. The present study stresses the fact that small farmers from the south-east of Romania are willing to hire socially vulnerable people, but they also expect some support from the part of the state, materialised in grants, a reduction in taxation and legislative stability. In this regard, we consider that the development of social agricultural cooperatives may relieve the pressure exerted on the social security budget by attracting the people who are part of vulnerable categories (long-term unemployed people, beneficiaries of the guaranteed minimum income) in the activities of the social economic entities and this fact may lead to local and regional economy development. Our future research direction will focus on determining the economic impact of the social agricultural cooperative development on the social security budget in the south-east region of Romania.
